
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  

	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
 
204 Pray-Harrold 
TuTh 3:30-4:45 
 
 
Dr. Kevin Karpiak  
kkarpiak@emich.edu  
Office: 713E Pray-Harrold  
Office hours: Tu 1-3, Th 2-3 or by appointment 
Criminology Office/Mailbox: 712 Pray-Harrold 

Fall	   ‘13	  

CRM	  431:	  Policing	  in	  Society	  



	  
Course Description & Objectives 

In this course we will examine the relationship between police and society by 
approaching the question from several different angles: 

• “Society” Without “Police”.  In this section we will explore the many 
methods societies have developed in order to address the 
problem of social control as well as the cultural and historical 
specificities of the idea, practice and institution we know in the 
U.S. today as “the police” 

• Socializing Police. In this section, we will explore the various ways 
that police are socialized into their central mandate as well as 
how they are shaped by and reflect larger social forces. 

• Policing Society. In this section of class we will explore the ways 
police shape our collective life, especially along forms of social 
difference 

• Understanding Contemporary Debates about the Police. In this 
section of the class, we will attempt to take the issues discussed 
in the course in order to see if they can offer new insights into 
debates on contemporary policing. 

 
The overall goal of this class is to foster critical thinking and 
encourage new perspectives on the nature of policing and its place in 
the social world around us. 
 
 
Student’s Responsibilities in Learning 

This course is organized on the assumption that learning results from a 
continuing process of rational discourse. The design of this course will assist 
you to improve intellectual understanding, assist in your learning and the 
learning of your classmates, and to apply that learning to the world around 
you. In this course, you should direct your learning so that you are able to: 

• Master basic concepts, theories, and methodologies through assigned 
readings, lectures and other course activities; 

• Think critically about the course contents as you complete course 
assignments and participate in class activities; 

• Explain to others what you have learned;  
• Ask others to share their knowledge, conclusions and insights with you;  
• Use your listening skills to enable others to explain what they learned and 

how it fits into previous knowledge as it applies to your academic program 
of study as you participate in class activities and discussions. 

 
An essential element of students’ responsibility for this class 
therefore includes regular attendance, coming prepared to discuss 
class material and being able to actively participate when called upon 
to do so.  



Required materials 

In addition to Watchmen and the i>clicker, there will be several required 
readings available through the course shell. You are expected to have 
completed these readings by the time we begin discussing them in 
class. You will also be expected to bring these readings to class on the 
day(s) we will be discussing them. 
 

• The Watchmen Alan Moore & Dave Gibbons. 

• One <i>-clicker (available in the EMU Bookstore) 

• Selected readings available via the course shell 
(www.emuonline.edu).  These will be marked with an asterisk 
(*) on the course schedule. 

 

Course Assignments 

Grades for this course will be based on daily quizzes, 3 in-class Exams, a 
response Paper and a Final Exam.   The relative weights of these 
assignments are as follows:  
 

• Daily Quizzes 20% of final grade, total 
• Three Exams  30% of final grade (10% each) 
• Response Paper 25% of final grade 
• Final Exam 25% of final grade 
• Class Participation (<= +5%) 
• Two Extra Credit Papers (<= +5% each) 

 
The due dates for these assignments are as follows: 

• Daily Quizzes each class period 
• Exam #1 Sept 24th 
• Exam #2 Oct. 10th 
• Exam #3 Oct. 31st 
• Reading Response Any time before Dec 17th  
• Watchmen Extra Credit Paper Nov. 26th  
• Current Events Extra Credit Paper Dec 17th   
• Final Exam Dec. 17th  
• Online & Class Participation periodically 

 



 
Daily Quizzes 

The daily quizzes will consist of questions from that day’s reading and will be 
conducted using the i>clicker.  The quizzes will consist of 5 questions and be worth a 
total of 10 points each, 5 of which are rewarded for attendance.  The lowest two 
quizzes will be dropped when calculating the final grade. 
 

Exams 

The exams will consist of questions taken from course readings and lecture material 
not in those readings. Each exam, including the Final exam, will be approximately 50 
questions in length and occur at the scheduled time.  See below for the Missed Exam 
Policy for this course 
 

Reading Response 

Students will be required to respond to one of the readings with a “Reading 
response,” submitted via turnitin.com before the Final Exam. Responses should be 
thoughtful and organized reactions to the selected reading, following the template for 
reading responses on the course website, of between 300-500 words in length. 
The Class ID is: 6782818 and the Password is: CRM431 
 

Extra Credit 

Students will have multiple opportunities to achieve up to 10% extra credit. 
 

1) In-class discussion.  Throughout the semester, there will be countless 
opportunities to contribute to classroom discussion.  This can mean answering 
questions from the professor, but more importantly it means coming to class 
with questions and being prepared to discuss course material.  

2) Online discussion.  Additionally, there will be several opportunities to 
contribute to online discussions, which will be posted periodically on the 
course website. 

3) Watchmen extra credit paper.  Students have the opportunity to write a 2-
3 page (500-750 words) paper in which one of the ideas or concepts from this 
course is illustrated in a discussion of Watchmen.  More information about this 
paper can be found on the course website.  

4) Current Events extra credit paper.  Finally, students will have the 
opportunity to submit a 2-3 page (500-750 words) paper in which one of the 
ideas or concepts from this course is applied to a current event.  More 
information about this paper can be found on the course website.  

 
These four forms of participation can total up to +10% extra credit.  This 
means that, if your course grade is 86% you can still add up to 10% to your final 
grade; which in this case would mean you’d go from a “B” to an “A” (96%).  It is 
very unlikely, however, that any one form of participation will be awarded all 10 
points, so it is suggested that students pursue multiple forms of participation. 



 
 
Missed Exams / Make-up Policy 

There will be no “make-ups” scheduled for students who miss the daily 
quizzes.  However, because I understand that over the course of the semester 
sometimes “things happen”, the two lowest quiz scores from the semester will be 
dropped.  I suggest you use these two “free passes” wisely: the best-case scenario 
would be to be present for all quizzes, so that you can drop the lowest two 
performances.  However, if you have a flat tire or get sick one day and miss the quiz, 
that day will be dropped from your total. 
 
Missed exams cannot be “made up” other than for unavoidable or unforeseeable 
emergencies. In the case of such as emergency, you are required to notify the 
instructor as soon as possible, ideally before the exam in question. “After the fact” 
excuses will likely not be accepted. You will be asked for documentation of your 
emergency or unforeseen obligation (doctor’s note, auto bill, etc.).  If the cause of 
your absence is determined to have been truly an unavoidable emergency, you will 
be given an alternate (written) version of the exam outside of normal class time. 
 

Special Needs Accommodations 

If you wish to be accommodated for your disability, EMU Board of Regents Policy 8.3 
requires that you first register with the Students with Disabilities Office (SDO) in 240 
EMU Student Center. You may contact SDO by telephone (734.487.2470). Students 
with disabilities are encouraged to register with the SDO promptly as you will only be 
accommodated from the date you register with them forward. No retroactive 
accommodations are possible. 
 

University Writing Center 

The	  University	  Writing	  Center	  (115	  Halle	  Library;	  487-‐0694)	  offers	  one-‐to-‐one	  
writing	  consulting	  for	  both	  undergraduate	  and	  graduate	  students.	  Students	  can	  
make	  appointments	  or	  drop	  in	  between	  the	  hours	  of	  10	  a.m.	  and	  6	  p.m.	  Mondays	  
through	  Thursdays	  and	  from	  11	  a.m.	  to	  4	  p.m.	  on	  Fridays.	  	  Students	  should	  bring	  a	  
draft	  of	  what	  they’re	  working	  on	  and	  their	  assignment	  sheet.	  The	  UWC	  opens	  for	  the	  
Fall	  2013	  semester	  on	  Monday,	  September	  9	  and	  will	  close	  on	  Thursday,	  December	  
12.	  	  The	  Academic	  Projects	  Center	  (116	  Halle	  Library)	  also	  offers	  one-‐to-‐one	  writing	  
consulting	  for	  students,	  in	  addition	  to	  consulting	  on	  research	  and	  technology-‐
related	  issues.	  The	  APC	  is	  open	  11	  a.m.	  to	  5	  p.m.	  	  
	  
The	  UWC	  also	  has	  several	  satellite	  sites	  across	  campus.	  These	  satellites	  provide	  
writing	  support	  to	  students	  within	  the	  various	  colleges.	  For	  more	  information	  about	  
our	  satellite	  locations	  and	  hours,	  visit	  the	  UWC	  web	  site:	  
http://www.emich.edu/uwc.	  
	  
	  



Course	  schedule	  

“Society”	  without	  “Police”?:	  Social	  order	  without	  the	  institution	  of	  police	  

September	  5th:	  Introduction	  

Lecture:	  Introduction	  

Reading:	  None	  
	  

September	  10th:	  Social	  Order	  in	  comparative	  context	  

Lecture:	  Social	  Order	  in	  comparative	  context	  

Reading:	  *Roberts,	  Simon	  (1979)	  Order	  and	  Dispute:	  an	  Introduction	  to	  Legal	  
Anthropology,	  (pp.	  11-‐16,	  30-‐44)	  

	  

September	  12th:	  Social	  Order	  In	  the	  Ancient	  World	  

Lecture:	  Social	  Order	  In	  the	  Ancient	  World	  

Reading:	  Hunter,	  Virginia	  (1994).	  Policing	  Athens:	  Social	  Control	  in	  the	  Attic	  
Lawsuits,	  420-‐320	  BC,	  (pp.3-‐8,	  120-‐153).	  

	  

September	  17th:	  A	  new	  rationality	  for	  government	  

Lecture:	  A	  new	  rationality	  for	  government	  

Reading:	  Caduff,	  Carlo	  and	  Rabinow,	  Paul	  (2007).	  “Security,	  Territory,	  
Population.”	  ARC	  Concept	  Note,	  No.	  8,	  2007.	  

	  

September	  19th:	  Emergence	  of	  the	  police	  institution	  

Lecture:	  Emergence	  of	  the	  police	  institution	  

Reading:	  Garriott,	  William	  	  (2013).	  “Police	  in	  Practice:	  Policing	  and	  the	  Project	  of	  
Contemporary	  Governance.”	  In	  Garriott	  (ed.)	  Policing	  and	  Contemporary	  
Governance:	  the	  anthropology	  of	  police	  in	  practice,	  (pg.	  1-‐30).	  

 
 

 

Exam	  #1:	  September	  24th	  	  



Socializing	  Police:	  the	  institution	  of	  “police”,	  its	  mandate,	  and	  its	  members	  

September	  26th:	  What	  is	  the	  role	  of	  the	  police?	  

Lecture:	  What	  is	  the	  role	  of	  the	  police?	  

Reading:	  Bittner,	  Egon	  (1975).	  	  “The	  Capacity	  to	  Use	  Force	  as	  the	  Core	  of	  the	  
Police	  Role.”	  

October	  1st:	  Becoming	  a	  Policeman	  

Lecture:	  Becoming	  a	  Policeman	  

Reading:	  Rachlin,	  Harvey	  (1991).	  The	  Making	  of	  a	  Cop,	  (pp.	  1-‐14,	  48-‐68,	  98-‐114).	  	  

October	  3rd:	  The	  “impossible”	  mandate?	  

Lecture:	  The	  “impossible”	  mandate?	  	  

Reading:	  Manning,	  Peter	  K.	  (1978).	  “The	  Police:	  Mandate,	  Strategies,	  and	  
Appearances”	  	  

October	  8th:	  Gender	  &	  Gewalt	  	  

Lecture:	  Gender	  &	  Gewalt	  	  

Reading:	  Prokos,	  Anastasia	  &	  Padavic,	  Irene	  (2002).	  “'There	  Oughtta	  Be	  a	  Law	  
Against	  Bitches':	  Masculinity	  Lessons	  in	  Police	  Academy	  Training”.	  Gender,	  Work	  
and	  Organization,	  Volume	  9,	  Issue	  4:	  439-‐459.	  

	  
 

 

Exam	  #2:	  October	  10th	  	  

	  

Policing	  society:	  problem	  of	  legitimacy	  across	  difference	  
	  

October	  15th:	  Policing	  Across	  Difference	  

Lecture:	  Policing	  Across	  Difference	  

Reading:	  Chambliss,	  William	  J.	  (1994).	  “Policing	  the	  Ghetto	  Underclass:	  The	  
Politics	  of	  Law	  and	  Law	  Enforcement.”	  Social	  Problems,	  Vol.	  41,	  No.	  2,	  pp.	  177-‐
194.	  

	  



October	  17th:	  Policing	  Society	  

Lecture:	  Policing	  Society	  

Reading:	  Van	  Maanen,	  John	  (1978).	  “The	  Asshole.	  “	  
	  

October	  22nd:	  Immigrants,	  Borders	  and	  Borderlands,	  pt.	  1	  

Lecture:	  Immigrants,	  Borders	  and	  Borderlands,	  pt.	  1	  

Reading:	  Inda,	  J.	  X.	  (2006).	  Border	  Prophylaxis:	  Technology,	  Illegality,	  and	  the	  
Government	  of	  Immigration.	  Cultural	  Dynamics	  18:	  115-‐138.	  

	  

October	  24th:	  Immigrants,	  Borders	  and	  Borderlands,	  pt.	  2	  

Lecture:	  Immigrants,	  Borders	  and	  Borderlands,	  pt.	  2	  

Reading:	  Ticktin,	  Miriam	  (2005).	  “Policing	  and	  Humanitarianism	  in	  France:	  
Immigration	  and	  the	  turn	  to	  Law	  as	  State	  of	  Exception.”	  interventions	  Vol.	  7(3),	  
pp.	  347-‐368	  

	  

October	  29th:	  A	  Global	  Police?	  

Lecture:	  A	  Global	  Police?	  

Reading:	  Stalcup,	  Meg	  	  (2013).	  “Interpol	  and	  the	  Emergence	  of	  Global	  Policing.”	  
In	  Garriott	  (ed.)	  Policing	  and	  Contemporary	  Governance:	  the	  anthropology	  of	  
police	  in	  practice,	  (pg.	  231-‐262).	  

 
 

Exam	  #3:	  October	  31st	  	  	  

	  

Understanding	  Contemporary	  Debates	  in	  Policing	  

November	  5th	  :	  	  Broken	  Windows	  

Lecture:	  Broken	  Windows	  

Reading:	  Wilson,	  James	  Q.	  &	  Kelling,	  George	  L.	  (1982).	  “Broken	  Windows.”	  
	  



November	  7th:	  Critiquing	  the	  Broken	  Windows	  Thesis	  

Lecture:	  Critiquing	  the	  Broken	  Windows	  Thesis,	  pt.	  1	  

Reading:	  Herbert,	  Steve	  (2001).	  “Policing	  the	  Contemporary	  City:	  Fixing	  Broken	  
Windows	  or	  Shoring	  Up	  Neo-‐Liberalism?”	  	  

	  

November	  12th:	  Community	  Policing,	  pt.	  1	  

Lecture:	  Community	  Policing	  	  

Reading:	  Corsianos,	  Marilyn.	  (2011).	  “Responding	  to	  officers’	  gendered	  
experiences	  through	  community	  policing	  and	  improving	  police	  accountability	  to	  
citizens.”	  Contemporary	  Justice	  Review	  Volume	  14,	  Issue,	  1:	  7-‐20.	  

November	  14th:	  Community	  Policing,	  pt.	  2	  

Lecture:	  The	  muddy	  waters	  of	  “community”	  	  

Reading:	  Correia,	  M.	  E.	  (2000).	  “The	  conceptual	  ambiguity	  of	  community	  in	  
community	  policing–Filtering	  the	  muddy	  waters.”	  Policing:	  An	  International	  
Journal	  of	  Police	  Strategies	  &	  Management	  23(2):218–33.	  

	  

November	  19th	  –	  26th:	  La	  Haine	  	  

Film:	  La	  Haine	  (1995)	  http://www.imdb.com/title/tt0113247/	  

Reading:	  Finish	  reading	  Watchmen	  by	  November	  26th.	  	  Extra	  credit	  reading	  
response	  to	  Watchmen	  due.	  
	  

November	  28th	  Thanksgiving	  (No	  Class)	  

	  

December	  3rd:	  Public	  &	  Private	  Police,	  pt.	  1	  

Lecture:	  Public	  &	  Private	  Police	  

Reading:	  Shearing,	  Clifford	  D.	  (1992).	  “The	  Relation	  between	  Public	  and	  Private	  
Policing.”��	  Crime	  and	  Justice	  15:399-‐435.	  

	  



December	  5th:	  Public	  &	  Private	  Police,	  pt.	  2	  

Lecture:	  The	  public/private	  divide	  in	  practice	  

Reading:	  O’Dougherty,	  Maureen	  (2006).	  “Public	  relations,	  private	  security:	  
managing	  youth	  and	  race	  at	  the	  Mall	  of	  America.”	  Environment	  and	  Planning	  D:	  
Society	  and	  Space	  24(1):131-‐154.	  

	  

December	  10th:	  Counter	  terrorism,	  pt.	  1	  

Lecture:	  Antiterrorism	  in	  NYC	  

Reading:	  Bornstein,	  A.	  2005.	  “Antiterrorist	  Policing	  in	  New	  York	  City	  after	  9/11:	  
Comparing	  Perspectives	  on	  a	  Complex	  Process.”	  Human	  Organization	  64:	  52-‐61.	  	  

	  

December	  12th:	  Counter	  terrorism,	  pt.	  2	  

Lecture:	  Review	  

Reading:	  Stalcup,	  Meg	  &	  Craze,	  Josh	  	  2011.	  	  “How	  We	  Train	  Our	  Cops	  to	  Fear	  
Islam.”	  	  Washington	  Monthly	  March/April	  2011	  Issue.	  	  

	  

Reading	  Response	  Final	  Draft	  &	  Current	  Events	  Extra	  Credit	  due	  
by	  3pm	  on	  December	  17th	  	  

	  
 
 

Final	  Exam	  
Tuesday,	  December	  17th	  	  at	  3:00pm	  in	  204	  Pray-Harrold	  


